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A_ Letter to the Papiſts. | 1, (i 159 
SIRS, 
T JAving touched in diſcourſe with you upon that which is 
Hs: very foundation of your Religion,and ſeeing itin my 
underſtanding te have nothing bur the ſands ro ſtand upps, 
x} cannot but inloveto you, repreſent agait before you-the 
ſame thing that 1 then ſaid to you,that yoa may ſeriouſly pon» 
der it, for it overturns your Religion at the very root, Your 
foundation is this, that Peter mult have a ſucceſſion, and ſe» 
condly, that the Biſhops of Rowe are the onely ſucceſſors of 
Peter: and ſo they being the ſucceſſors of Peter are che Church 
buile apoo him the Rock , and from them all teaching muſt 
flow.Here is your Baſis or foundation on which you ſtand. 
Now fricads conſider whether an outward on. of 
Bodies ighabiring rf lace where Peter lived ( if he lized at 
Rowe )be a good foundation for the Church of Chriſt to ſtand 
upon. When Chriſt the promiſed ſeed came,you know that the 
Church ſlipt away from the carnal ſeed to a ſpiritual, leaving 
the carnal Jew boaſting of its carnal ſucceſſion , when as yet 
God had departed fromit. Now fhall we think that God 
would ever after tie himſelf w a carnal ſucceſſion again, ha- 
ving ance cut off Abrubams who was the friend of God?Cer.. 
tainly if any mayftand upon an outward ſucceſſion, then A- 
brabams feed after :'ic fleſh may pericg {0 many Promiſes runr 
ning t@ them in outward appearance. But he is nota Jew 
wha is one outwardly, neather is Circumciſion that which 4s 
oatward in the fleſh : but keis a Jew wha is one iawardlyzand 
Circumciſion is that of che heart, and they who are ofthe faith 
of eAbraham are cowtted for the ſeed.So I ſay, he,is nat of the 
ſucceſſion of Peter who 1s one outwardly gy « he ; who is qQ 
the ſame ſpirit with Peigp, Ne Nation, or glace,0r new 
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I — —_ 
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"hae and hath betaken ditfſelf onely to _ line;x ſpititt. 


| irweretoitraty to ire q 
 'ofide or cut off Abraham: carnal ſore of the Jews ,: to Cakein 


@ ſpiritual ſeed out of any Nation , and yet after thac, take vp 
againa catnal or outward ſucceftion to Peper, and chatin one 
part of one Nation 0wely, framely ut Rymne.' - For this were to 
build up again that which he had formerly defroyed ; 
and to deſtroy that which formerly he had buifr np. To 
baild up again a carnal ſacceffion to Petey, which be had de. 
royed in Abraham line ; and to deſtroy and keep our £ſpi- 
riteal ſeed, frtring God in all Nations, which oncehe had ta- 
ketrin,The Progreſs of the Lord with bisChorch F not s pong 
beek from ſpiricaal to carnal, but a going forward from carn 


' to ſpiritual, and after thar to more ſpiritual, 
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- Now thatthe Biſhops of Ree are not the ſpiritual feed not 
peſo facrefſors of Peter,nor the Rock Rue the 

Chrift is builded,no nor rheChurch vf Chrift it ſelf; 
Hor the fole feeders of rhe flock of Chriſt; no nor fit'ro be 


\ * (00k (ol feeders of the Hock of Chriſt at all , ppaerrizerſy theit 
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len hentingof fa on oo or ear, faich 
; ng of falſe Prophets: ) do mengather grapes of 
thorns of fi wy of thiftles : No they are fo hf frown being dif- 
covered by their frairsco be Petey; ſpiritual ſacreffors , char 
their fruits $fcover them to be falſe prophets, yea,and ſach as 
havethe preheminence among thoſe who have deceived the 
Nations. This Rands in great ChataRers upon their forcheads 
chit all may rat and read, Myſtery, babylonurhe greer;rhe wo- 
ther of Harlnts,and abomination: of the Earth © Forwhat abo- 
mrinarions bethere, that are not among theth committed > Ag 

' perſecution they excel , bein 6k with the bloud of 
Wnfrs,and with the blog of the Martyrs of Jefus, Kre.t7.4;6, 
Prey axe frayed in putple,and fearlet colour;,ant decked with 
$016 . and prerious ftone,and pearls, baving a golden cup in 
chete ſand full of abominations, and fthineſs of their forni- 
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\'Ketle more particulaMy,tharthey are not Pe 
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exlogprſption far are theſe things differing from the ſpirit 
_ Biyto 
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4,4 44) | - 23 
ty? ſaccelſors appears in this, beetufe they tre the leaſt | 
able or like to Perey of atly men, For Peter did real- 
Iy in lifedeny himſelf, cake up his croſs and follow Chrift:they 
6 not fo, bur arerxalted like Princes inthe earth, poſſeſſing #n 
earthly Kingdom. They hare indeed many images of totes, 
they glory in the ſhadow, but deny the pradiſe, the life of the 
croſs, which is chat which Chriſt called or,and Peter lived in, 
| bue they are far from. Apain,as they have not the life of Perry, - 
Fo they have nor the ſpirit of Peter-in then, x1id therefore tre 
not his facceflors &ſo arenor a Rock for the Chureh of Thrift 
co be ddiir -_ It was not Petey; ootſide that was called 2 
Rock; dur that ſpirit 6f life chat was in him, which could flow 
| into che fpitirs of others, and ſo cement many living ſtories jr 
| eg 6ife fprrirunt houſe with him, Now thatthey ſavenot che 
Hiritof Petey in them appears alf6 by thelr fairs, their lires + 
heir froirs are the fraits of Sodom , and nor the fruits of the 
| Spirit: for they live in pride, fulaeſs of bread , abundance of 
idleneſs,covetouſneſs, perſecution and ſuch like. They ſeek the 
honour of this world, and heap upto themſelves the riches of 
this world and therefore cannot be beleivers,much leſs Rocks 
for the Charchto ſtand on, obs 5.44. How cx ye beleive who _ 
receive honoxy one of another ,and ſeek, not the honour that cometh 
| from God onely ? Now nonereceive greater honour among men 
than they do: therefore none are further off from believing in 
Chriſt aright than they are. Again,they have not the true love 
of God inthem, 1 obs 2.1 5.1f any a.m love the world,the love 
the Father is not in him. And who are greater lovers of the 
world thanthe Biſhops of Rome are ? Again, they are nor fir 
to teach others. This alſo appears by their lives. For what have 
they to do to take the word of Gol into their mouthes, who 
hate to be reformed themſelves, and to live as Chriſt and his 
| Apoſtles did ? How can they build upthe Churchof Chriſt by 
their Dorine,who live contrary to the Doftrine of Chriſt ? 
How can they teach men to take upthe croſs and followChriſt, 
who are enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe God is their bel- 
ly, who glory io that which will be their ſhame, who mind 
earthly things? Phil.3.18, 19: 
Thus I ſay.their lives difcover them to be nothing conform- 
able to Peter ; to have none of that ſpirit in them which dwele 
= : E 3 in 
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| Ts 6 34) 
in bim ; to-beandeleirers), ts want the love of the Father in 
ther 4. depo to reach others. All cheſe,] aw ja 
\ by edeir lives, by their fruits, - by zbeir works ; thecharacter 
[that Chriſt gives to knqwfalſe Prophets by, . J44:b-7.4 5,16, 
20. And ſhall any man then lagk'upon theſe men 23 Perer;,as 
Rocks on Which che Church ſtands,as feeders of the ſheep, of 
the lambs.of Chrift.; as the head of the Church , and patterns 
for the Church. of Chriſt to follow? Friends,it is love to yay 
and the truth. which makes me to repreſen: theſe things to 
you And Idefirethar you may well conſider where you ſta 
and on what you bang:whether you ſtand on the Rock Chriſt, 
or enthe ſands of anvurward ſucceſhon : -whether you hang 
On a ſure nail,or 0n a weak ſlippery pin. It behoyes all te.con. 
ſider well their foundation ; forthe Lord is comjng to diſc, 
yer the foundations of the earth , and to ſhake them till gll 
buildings raiſed up upon the ſands,do fall,though never ſo glo» 
r1008, , ' | 
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W. Yſomlinſon, 


